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moment in which a Hungarian patriot is
tortured for information by an Austrian
general. His mother, sister, and sweet-
heart are shot successively in an effort
to make him reveal the whereabouts of
his countrymen. After the shooting of
the sweetheart, Ferencz goes insane and
rushes away "rolling from his lips a mad-
man's laugh." In this poem, obviously
an imitation of Browning's dramatic dia-
logues which succeeds only in being melo-
dramatic, all is thin, surface violence, fire
without heat or light. The second poem,
The Phantom Ship, is equally violent,
though it has more academic interest for
us, for we can see in it how the poet was
beginning to use Irish folk-lore for the
matter of his poems. In Irish Wonders
Yeats tells us, "One old man in County
Sligo told me a story of a man who saw all
who had died out of his village for years,
sitting in a fairy rath one night/' Make
the village a fishing village, and change
the fairy rath to a phantom ship craz-
ily riding a squall, while all those ever
drowned from that village stand grey and
silent under a sky dizzy with lightning,